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Preface

As of 2010, the Japanese Language Proficiency Test (JLPT) has been revised to place greater emphasis
on communicative competence. This change was made because effective communication requires more
than just ample knowledge of grammar, characters, and vocabulary—it also involves the ability to
comprehensively apply that knowledge to a variety of real-life situations.

This book focuses on building listening comprehension skills at the N2 level of the revised JLPT's
five levels (N1-N5). The listening section of the N2 test presents coherent conversations, news reports,
and other oral material that is spoken at a nearly natural speed and involves various situations. To pass this
level, one must be able to comprehend the flow and content of the oral material, identify the relationships
among the people involved, and pick out the essential points.

In addition to enhancing listening skills for passing tests, this book also aims at helping Japanese
language learners gain the abilities needed to communicate effectively in Japanese in various settings, and
to understand the Japanese spoken in lectures, TV dramas, news reports, and so forth.

Like the JLPT, this book presents various words and phrases that may be unfamiliar to you. However,
as you probably have experienced in your own test preparations, learning expressions in the context
of specific situations is a quicker way to master practical, usable Japanese than is memarizing only
expressions set at a particular test level. Also, be sure to work on increasing your power to deduce the
meaning of unfamiliar expressions from their context. We hope that this book will help you to achieve
your Japanese learning goals.
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This book is divided into the following 4 parts. &893 A0 T4, 0| 2 0|8l 47ie ¥ E22 L oix lguich
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The introductory section to this book gets you raady for the practice problems that come later by presenting a list of words and
phrases that are likely to appear in JLPT listening comprehension problems. By mastering these expressions in their situational
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You will hear the conversation after the questions have been read. Question 1 will often ask things like "What will this person
do aftar this?", while Question 2 will consist mainly of who, what, where, when, why or how questions. Don’t worry about the
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Since the questions are given at the end of each conversation, you nead to take notes during the conversation and get a grasp on
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This type of problem tests your ability to understand the content of somewhat lengthy audio passages that require you to compare
various bits of information or draw links between them. The questions come at the end of each conversation. In some cases, the
conversation may involve three speakers, and two questions may be asked about & single conversation, B £ 22 "ITIR— <RV H
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Check your answers and revise what you have learnt while looking at the script. / —i il HHE, —2RUNE S, “23UsE 2
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